Before approaching officials, please contact the sign-on letter coordinator 

Dave O’leary Dave.Oleary@mdsierra.org 301-588-2990

Dear Governor O’Malley,

We, the undersigned elected officials of ____________ County, are writing to urge you to support the Maryland Global Warming Solutions Initiative.  This policy would commit Maryland to science-based levels of reductions in global warming pollution.

Scientists recognize a global warming “tipping point.”  If the average global temperature increases more than 2°C (3.6°F), we are likely to lose major ice masses in Greenland and West Antarctica.  That would lead to impacts that are unpredictable and potentially catastrophic, such as sea level rise of 23 feet and a disruption of oceans currents that have existed for millennia.

In order to avoid the worst impacts of global warming, scientists predict we must reduce pollution by 20 percent by 2020 and 80 percent by 2050.

Fortunately, we know all the necessary first steps.  We can meet the 2020 target with technology available right now if we get to work immediately.

Maryland’s Shoreline

With 3,100 miles of tidal shoreline, Maryland is at great risk from flooding and coastal erosion.  According to a report by the Maryland Emergency Management Agency, Maryland has the third most vulnerable coastline to sea level rise—behind Louisiana and southern Florida.  In the past century, one foot of sea level rise has already led to the loss of 13 islands and thousands of acres of coastal land.  If left unchecked, global warming is expected to bring another two feet of sea level rise in the next 100 years and much more thereafter.  

Sea level rise is particularly damaging during storm surges.  Scientists predict that hurricanes will be more frequent and more intense due to global warming.

Recently, several insurance agencies informed thousands of residents on the Eastern Shore that they will not renew policies because of the increased risk.  Hurricane Isabel gave us a glimpse of the impact a powerful hurricane can have on our shores.  Global warming will only make this worse.   

Human Health

Our warming climate allows an increase in the spread of infectious diseases, such as malaria and dengue fever.  Maryland was one of the first states to suffer cases of West Nile Virus.  Doctors at the Harvard Medical School have linked recent U.S. outbreaks of many of these diseases to climate change.

Heat waves can also lead to widespread loss of life.  In one report, the EPA cites a study that says that increased heat waves from global climate change could increase deaths in Baltimore from heat stress by 50%. 

Environmental Justice

Global warming is fundamentally an issue of human rights and environmental justice that connects the local to the global. With rising temperatures, human lives—particularly for people of color, low-income households, and Indigenous communities—are affected by compromised health, financial burdens, and social and cultural disruptions.  Low-income households are least likely to be able to afford air conditioning, making them vulnerable to heat related illness and death from summer heat waves.   

People of color in urban areas have the highest rates of asthma in the country.  High temperatures exacerbate summer smog, leading to more code-red smog days and more asthma.  

Continuing Maryland’s Progress

Maryland has begun to make significant strides toward reducing its emissions of global warming pollution, joining other states in the Northeast and across the country in efforts to reduce global warming pollution from power plants and to increase our use of clean, renewable energy.  But the challenges posed by global warming are large, and the need for additional action to reduce emissions is immediate. Thankfully, many technologies and policy tools exist that could enable Maryland to cut its emissions of global warming pollutants, including energy efficiency, renewable energy, green buildings, biofuels, and more.

Economic Opportunity

Many of the solutions to global warming will create positive economic benefits.  We should view the greenhouse gas crisis as much as an opportunity as a burden.

Investing in technology that uses less fuel will save money while reducing pollution.  Continuing to waste energy unnecessarily by failing to capitalize on energy efficiency opportunities is poor policy.  We must turn over every stone to find places to reduce energy use.

Global warming solutions can also stimulate economic activity directly.  Companies hire people to install solar panels and energy efficient windows.  More jobs are created per megawatt of wind power than at natural gas power plants, at comparable cost.  Maryland is well positioned to be a leader in clean energy with an educated workforce and good experience in high technology industries.  

The Global Warming Solutions Initiative 

The Global Warming Solutions Initiative sets us on course to keep emissions of the pollutants that cause global warming below the threshold that would likely cause catastrophic changes to the climate.

The Global Warming Solutions Initiative is simple.  It would commit the state to the levels of reductions that scientists tells us that we need to meet to avoid the worst impacts of global warming – 20 percent by 2020 and 80 percent by 2050.  It also would create a cap-and-trade system to ensure this is implemented in the most economical way.  

We, the undersigned elected officials of ________________ County, strongly urge you to support the Global Warming Solutions Initiative.

Sincerely,

(To sign on, add your contact information and email to ______________________).

