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Rainscapes Practice/ 
MAXIMUM Rebate 
amounts*

Residential Commercial, Multi-

 
Family, Institutional

Rain Gardens $1200 $5000 total-

 

based on 
$.50/ sf

 

impervious area 
treated or $2500/rain 
garden whichever $ is 
greater 

Replacement of turf with 
conservation landscaping

$500 $3000 (based on 50% of 
actual cost)

Urban Tree Canopy $600 per lot/ $200/tree $600 per lot/ $200/tree

Permeable Pavers $1200 $5000

Green Roofs $1200 $5000

Rain Barrels ($1/gallon, 
200 gallon min)

$ 200 $ 200

Cisterns $ 500 ($1/gallon stored) $ 2000 ($1/gallon stored)

Dry wells $  300 based on 50% of 
actual cost

$  300 based on 50% of 
actual cost
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• Evaluate water flows on site
• Measure impervious area
• Determine your volume of water
• Determine how runoff is going to 

get into the garden
• Select a site /Locate where your 

garden will be
• Do a soil test

• Excavate / prepare the 
planting area

• Add soil amendments
• Buy and layout the plants
• Plant the garden
• Mulch with 3” of mulch
• WATER!

Steps to a RainScapes Rain Garden 
or a Conservation Landscape:
Assess, Design, Construct, Maintain

▪ Get appropriate permits as required
▪ Locate your utilities (Call before you 

dig!) 
▪ Determine your garden size (sf/ 

depth)
▪ Select a design template /develop a 

design – plant list

• Mulch annually (remove old)
• Weed seasonally
• Divide plants as needed
• Water as needed



Clickable chart at the 
www.lowimpactdevelopment.org/raingarden_design



Rain Garden Sizing Chart –
 Calibrated for Montgomery County, MD  

““1 foot planting bed1 foot planting bed”” refers to planting media depth; all assume 6refers to planting media depth; all assume 6”” of of pondingponding

The numbers in the colored area indicate inches of rain capturedThe numbers in the colored area indicate inches of rain captured/ treated/ SF of RG at a / treated/ SF of RG at a 
particular depthparticular depth



Other guidance on Sizing a Rain 
Garden

•

 

Rainscapes.org

 

presentations online 
•

 

Several online guides are available for determining the appropriate 
size for the rain garden. 

•

 

Websites: 
–

 
http://www.rainkc.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/home.sho

 wpage/pageID/17/index.htm
–

 
http://www.lid-

 stormwater.net/bioretention/bio_sizing.htm
–

 
http://www.dof.virginia.gov/mgt/resources/pub-Rain-

 Garden-Tech-Guide_03.pdf
–

 
http://www.dof.virginia.gov/mgt/resources/pub-Rain-

 Garden-Tech-Guide_05.pdf
–

 
http://www.dof.virginia.gov/wq/index.shtml

http://www.rainkc.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/home.showpage/pageID/17/index.htm
http://www.rainkc.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/home.showpage/pageID/17/index.htm
http://www.lid-stormwater.net/bioretention/bio_sizing.htm
http://www.lid-stormwater.net/bioretention/bio_sizing.htm
http://www.dof.virginia.gov/mgt/resources/pub-Rain-Garden-Tech-Guide_03.pdf
http://www.dof.virginia.gov/mgt/resources/pub-Rain-Garden-Tech-Guide_03.pdf
http://www.dof.virginia.gov/mgt/resources/pub-Rain-Garden-Tech-Guide_05.pdf
http://www.dof.virginia.gov/mgt/resources/pub-Rain-Garden-Tech-Guide_05.pdf
http://www.dof.virginia.gov/wq/index.shtml


On-linePlant
 

Selectors & 
Mulch Calculators

http://www.bluethumb.org/plants/

http://rainkc.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/plants

 
.search/index.htm

http://www.rainkc.com/



A A ––

 

Ilex Ilex glabraglabra

 
‘‘DensaDensa’’

AA

 

––

 

LeucothoeLeucothoe

 

fontanesiafontanesia

 
‘‘NanaNana’’

B B ––

 

PolystichumPolystichum

 

acrostichoidesacrostichoides

C C ––

 

ThelypterisThelypteris

 

noveboracensisnoveboracensis

D D ––

 

WoodwardiaWoodwardia

 
virginicavirginica

MONTGOMERY COUNTY MD

Rain 
Garden 
template 
for shade/ 
deer 
pressure 
areas



BB

 

––

 

Phlox Phlox subulatasubulata

B B ––

 

LiatrusLiatrus

 

spicataspicata
D D ––

 

AesclepiasAesclepias

 

tuberosatuberosa
A A ––

 

ViburnumViburnum

 

dentatumdentatum

CC‐‐

 

Echinacea Echinacea ‘‘KimKim’’s s 

 
KneeKnee‐‐HiHi’’

MONTGOMERY COUNTY MD

Rain Garden 
template for sun/ 
deer pressure 
areas



Rain Gardens: Inspection and Maintenance is key

•
 

Water ponding
 

for more than 24 hours may indicate a 
problem

•
 

Erosion usually occurs where flow is concentrating
•

 
Check soil pH every few years to ensure that soil media 
is not too acidic

•
 

Inspect plant health and aerate as needed
•

 
Mulch by hand 1 or 2X/year (remove old mulch)



Further education
•

 

Oh deer, there goes my garden –

 

check plant lists for deer preference e.g. 
Landscape Plants Rated by Deer Resistance
by Pedro Perdomo, Morris County Agricultural Agent; Peter Nitzsche, Morris County 
Agricultural Agent ;David Drake, Ph.D., Extension Specialist in Wildlife Management

•

 

http://njaes.rutgers.edu/deerresistance/default.asp
•

 

Visit some rain gardens and conservation gardens to decide what works for 
you
–

 

Brookside Gardens
•

 

http://www.mcparkandplanning.org/brookside/virtual_tour.shtm#raingarden
–

 

The American Horticultural Society –

 

River Farm (Alexandria)
–

 

The Capitol Hill Rain Garden 
–

 

National Wildlife Federation 
•

 

http://www.nwf.org/backyard/index.cfm
–

 

Audubon at Home 
•

 

http://www.audubon.org/bird/at_home/
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http://njaes.rutgers.edu/deerresistance/default.asp
http://www.mcparkandplanning.org/brookside/virtual_tour.shtm#raingarden
http://www.nwf.org/backyard/index.cfm
http://www.audubon.org/bird/at_home/
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Resources
rainscapes.orgrainscapes.org
Rainscapes gazette: Rainscapes gazette: 

 https://ext01.montgomerycountymd.gov/entp/s1p/esubpublic/newsubshttps://ext01.montgomerycountymd.gov/entp/s1p/esubpublic/newsubscricri

 
ber.dober.do

Rainscapes Rewards applicationRainscapes Rewards application
––

 

www.montgomerycountymd.govwww.montgomerycountymd.gov/rainscapes/rainscapes

HowHow‐‐to Manuals for Rain Gardensto Manuals for Rain Gardens
––

 

http://www.chesapeakeecologycenter.org/images/CECGardenBoohttp://www.chesapeakeecologycenter.org/images/CECGardenBoo

 
klet_websm.pdfklet_websm.pdf

––

 

http://http://www.lowimpactdevelopment.org/raingarden_designwww.lowimpactdevelopment.org/raingarden_design//

USFWS:USFWS:
 

Native Plants for Wildlife Habitat and Conservation Native Plants for Wildlife Habitat and Conservation 

 LandscapingLandscaping

https://ext01.montgomerycountymd.gov/entp/s1p/esubpublic/newsubscriber.do
https://ext01.montgomerycountymd.gov/entp/s1p/esubpublic/newsubscriber.do
https://ext01.montgomerycountymd.gov/entp/s1p/esubpublic/newsubscriber.do
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/rainscapes
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/rainscapes
http://www.chesapeakeecologycenter.org/images/CECGardenBooklet_websm.pdf
http://www.chesapeakeecologycenter.org/images/CECGardenBooklet_websm.pdf
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