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September, 2007
Dear Sierra Club Supporter,

The Sierra Club is a grassroots organization that promotes appreciation and stewardship and protection of the environment. We believe Americans need to get out to enjoy, explore, and learn about our forests, mountains, wetlands, and rivers and ecosystems and become inspired to action. Sierra Club Maryland Chapter includes nine groups around the state who lead Sierra Club outings and work to protect local environmental treasures. I am writing to thank you for your support of an event we are having in October.

This year Maryland Chapter is hosting a Jamboree at Catoctin National Park in Thurmont, Md October 19 th through 21st 2007. Sierra Club leaders and members from around the state will meet and network to build supports and increase our organization’s effectiveness. The themes this year are the State of Our National Parks as they Turn 100, and Global Climate Chaos. We will enjoy exploring the park biking, hiking, bird watching, identifying native plants, stream monitoring and removing invasive weeds. Most exciting are workshops, trainings, and speakers educating participants and activating and empowering members to become leaders. We will have a Sierra Club hike leaders and first aide training to support the groups’ outings programs. In the evenings we will sing around the campfire, play games, watch environmental films and have a silent and a live auction to help fund the weekend.

Please consider donating something to the silent or live auctions.  We will advertise your donation on the website http://maryland.sierraclub.org/ and of course at the Jamboree.  If you have a little statement that we can post with the donation, that would be great.

Please email me at Becky.Halpin@MDSierra.org or contact the office at 301-277-7111 
Sincerely, 

Becky Halpin
Auction Committee Chair

The Sierra Club Maryland Chapter  

Environmental Education

Promote appreciation and stewardship of nature.  We sponsor hikes, canoe and float trips, invasive plant removals.  The Baltimore Inner City Outings program brings inner city children with no access to wilderness or nature out camping or hiking.  

The Maryland Chapter Biodiversity Committee teams up with schools, churches, service organizations and other environmental groups to remove invasive alien plants from local and state parks.

Empowerment - Education

People to protect their local environment.  

Local Challenge to Sprawl Committee with the national club’s Building Environmental Communities program works in the DC Metropolitan region to promote livable walkable communities, promoting transit, and change government policies promoting sprawl. Issues include challenging proposed roads such as the Inter County Connector that would actually increase traffic and regional development inequities. Promote public transit such as the Purpleline (circumferential rail around Washington with rail at the Woodrow Wilson Bridge).

Environmental Justice work such as aiding a local community stopping rezoning which would allow a million cubic feet of Liguid Natural Gas storage in a highly populated area and metro station in Hyattsville Maryland.

Work with and support Potomac, Patapsco, and Patuxent River Keepers. Monacacy River stream monitoring in Catoctin area.

Cool Cities Campaign helps citizens work with their local officials to reduce global warming causing gas emissions and energy use. Current statewide focus is to influence the Governor O’Malley’s Climate Commission to issue a report supporting strong global warming gas emissions reductions of 80% by 2050. This is the target reduction that scientists generally agree is necessary to avoid the worst repercussions of global warming and climate chaos.
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