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Opportunities for Involvement (see inside for more information):

Volunteer to: 


· Volunteer to help preserve local wetlands.  First, join us on Saturday, September 13th at 10:00 AM at the Park and Ride lot at I-83 exit 36 (MD 439) for the Endangered Species Hike.  Second, attend the Endangered Species Preservation gathering at Cockeysville Library on Tuesday, September 16th at 7:00 PM.  For further information, contact Richard at 410-654-3021 or Rklein@ceds.org.
· Attend one of the following Baltimore City Sustainability Plan Community Conversations:

· Sat., Aug. 16: Green Infrastructure, 10 am - Morgan State, 1700 E. Cold Spring Ln.

· Mon., Aug. 18: Water, 6 pm - Herring Run Watershed Assoc. HQ, 3545 Belair Rd. 

· Tues., Aug. 19: Waste, 6 pm - The Village Center, 904 Washington Blvd, 21230

· Tues., Aug. 19: Energy & Air, 6 pm - Department of Planning, 417 E. Fayette St, 8th Floor

· Wed., Aug. 20: Built Environment, 5:45 pm - Brooklyn Public Library, 300 E. Patapsco Ave.

· Thurs, Aug. 21: Transportation, 5:45-7:45pm - Orleans Street Public Library, 1303 Orleans St.
Sparrows Point LNG Update

By Ron Henry, GB Energy Chair

I was honored to give an address at a Sparrows Point LNG Media Event at Turners Station Community Hall on Saturday, May 17, citing the Sierra Club’s position of opposition to the LNG and its support for the Greater Dundalk Alliance LNG Sparrows Point Opposition Group.  I also voiced the Maryland Sierra Club’s opposition to the AES proposed Sparrows Point LNG Terminal/Storage Tanks/Pipeline and provided written comments to FERC/ Corps of Engineers on the completely flawed Draft EIS at the combined FERC/Corps of Engineers Draft EIS Hearings on June 10 in Dundalk and on June 12 in Edgewood. 

The Sparrows Point Class Action Health Issues and the Anti-Dredging Lawsuits are filed.  I will be working these through the National Sierra Club, and will hand-carry and meet with National legal staff on July 25 to present and discuss those issues.

As I’m sure you are already aware, the FERC Commissioners and the Secretary of Commerce ruled in favor of AES and is permitting the LNG site to be located at Sparrows Point. The ruling was obviously political and completely fraudulent from the standpoint of extremely evident, contraindicated safety and environmental issues.  Sincere thanks are due to our Governor, our State Senators and Delegates, and our Federal representatives – Senators Mikulski and Cardin and Congressmen C.A. “Dutch” Ruppersberger, Gilchrest, and Cummings - for their formidable and consistent opposition to this proposal. 

THIS IS NOT THE END!  It is a “States Rights” issue that is being fought by our State.  And, our Federal representatives will be pursuing needed policy changes and legislative corrections.  In addition, the Greater Dundalk LNG Opposition Team and its supporters will be pursuing the Anti-Dredging lawsuit!  So, hang in there with us and stay tuned, particularly during the upcoming elections.  Always remember – “It isn’t over until it’s over”!!!

Baltimore City “Cool Cities” and Transportation Updates

By Patrick McMahon, GB Transportation Chair

Baltimore City Sustainability Plan

As described in the May Baltimore Sierran, Baltimore City recently created a Commission on Sustainability (on which I sit as one of 17 citizen commissioners) and began to develop a Sustainability Plan.  The Plan process was kicked off on May 27th with over 100 people coming out to provide input about the process and content of the plan.  Major issues raised included the importance of creating green jobs to reduce unemployment in Baltimore and connecting the process to people’s everyday lives.

Since the kickoff, six Working Groups have held two “Listening Sessions” or “Community Conversations” each, developing visions and goals for their topic areas.  The purpose of the August Working Group meetings will be to develop and prioritize strategies to implement the vision and goals that were established in June and July. The Greater Baltimore Group of the Sierra Club is providing $750 in funding to print materials and help get more people involved in the Plan.  We encourage you to attend the meetings listed on the front page of this newsletter.

The “Mayor’s Night In” on September 17th and a large public meeting on October 28th will be opportunities to provide input on all aspects of the Sustainability Plan, rather than issue by issue.  This is a real opportunity to transform City policy and help green our community. If you have any ideas on how to make Baltimore more sustainable, come to the Working Group meetings in August and then to the general meetings in September and October. 

For more information about the plan process and the outcomes to date, contact Patrick at pmcmahon@kittelson.com or go to http://www.baltimorecity.gov/sustainability/. 

Charles St. Trolley

In June 2008 the Charles Street Development Corp. held two public meetings to report to the public the outcome of a year-long preliminary engineering study of the proposal to build a fixed-rail trolley connecting the Inner Harbor, Convention Center, Downtown, Mt. Vernon, University of Baltimore, Penn Station, Johns Hopkins University, and Charles Village.  The analysis involved four working groups which determined the proposed alignment, the capital and operating costs, traffic impacts, anticipated ridership, and a proposal to finance the project.   The results of the Preliminary Engineering analysis are available at http://www.charlesstreet.com/trolley/.   

An initial evaluation of the project’s environmental benefits estimated that the difference between the electricity needed to operate the trolley and the auto trips expected to be replaced by the trolley would save roughly 150 tons of carbon dioxide annually.  If the project makes the investment to use power from a renewable source (a relatively minor cost compared to the overall operating expenses), it could save a total of 885 tons of carbon dioxide.  This analysis, based on the projected ridership, does not include any changes in bus service that might be possible to reduce overlap between the new and existing service.

A Friends of the Charles Street Trolley group is being formed to show public support for the project.  You can join that group by e-mailing trolley@charlesstreet.org. 

Downtown Shuttle Bus System

On May 28th Mayor Sheila Dixon announced that Baltimore City was raising taxes on parking spaces in the downtown area to fund three new free bus routes connecting the downtown to adjacent neighborhoods in order to increase transit ridership and make it easier for tourists to get from the Inner Harbor to other parts of the City.  The routes are planned to have service every 10 minutes and connect to improved Water Taxi service to broaden the system’s reach.  

The first route would connect the Hollins Market, B&O Railroad Museum, and UMD BioPark on the west side through downtown to Harbor East and Fells Point.  The second route would connect Penn Station and the Station North Arts & Entertainment District to the Inner Harbor Visitor’s Center and would eventually be replaced by the Charles St. Trolley.  The third route would connect the Johns Hopkins Medical Center and East Baltimore Biotech Bark with Fells Point, City Hall, and the parking lots under and around the Jones Falls Expressway.  The potential of an additional shuttle, with a different funding source to serve portions of south Baltimore, including Locust Point and Ft. McHenry, is being studied.  The proposed routes are all anticipated to be served by hybrid buses smaller than the average MTA bus.

Friday Morning Bike Rides with Mayor Dixon

Every Friday morning at 6:15 a.m. bicyclists gather in front of Baltimore’s City Hall and leave at 6:30 a.m. for a ride around the City, often accompanied by Mayor Sheila Dixon and members of her staff.  The route varies and the group always returns to City Hall by 8:00 a.m.  Contact Baltimore City’s Bicycle & Pedestrian Planner, Nate Evans, at nate.evans@baltimorecity.gov to get more information about the rides, or just show up at City Hall early on Friday mornings.

Toward Carfree Cities/Pedalpalooza

In June I was able to go to Portland, Oregon, to attend portions of two sustainable transportation events. Toward Carfree Cities is an annual international conference about how cities can reduce their dependence on automobiles and promote other modes of transportation.  Pedalpalooza is a two-week bicycle festival with events for children, tours of different parts of the Portland region, bike jousting, a ride with the mayor-elect (and bicycling advocate), breakfast for bike commuters on the bridges over the Willamette River, several bike dance groups, and much more.  

Both events, and the chance to live in Portland for two weeks, were an opportunity to see the amazing potential there is to improve conditions to get around Baltimore by bike, bus, rail, and foot.  At the same time, conference attendees from Bogota, Columbia and parts of Europe were there also to mention that Portland still had lots of ability to improve.  Photos from the Pedalpalooza events that I was able to attend and of the Light Rail in Portland and streetcars in Portland and Seattle can be viewed at http://patrickmcmahon.shutterfly.com/. Presentations from the Toward Carfree Cities conference are available at http://www.slideshare.net/TCC08/slideshows and the keynote speech by Gil Peñalosa is available at http://bikescape.blogspot.com.  
Sunday Streets/Jones Falls Festival

Next spring Baltimore will follow in the steps of Bogota, Columbia and Portland, Oregon and shut down some of its streets and allow pedestrians and bicyclists to walk and play in the streets.  The current plan is for Baltimore’s Sunday Streets to take place over several consecutive Sundays on 33rd Street and other streets connecting Lake Montebello and Druid Hill Park. You can read more about the proposal at http://www.audaciousideas.org/?p=49.  The effort will require a large volunteer corps.  We’ll be providing more information in future newsletters.  

In the meantime, on September 21st from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. the Rally for the River, a celebration of the Jones Falls, will return after a one-year hiatus.  For $5, people will be able to take over the northbound lanes of the Jones Falls Expressway to celebrate the river that is located beneath I-83. For more information visit the Jones Falls Watershed Assocciation at http://www.jonesfalls.org/rallyfortheriver.html.  

Red Line Summit

On May 10th more than 300 people came to the Red Line Summit to hear Mayor Sheila Dixon and a wide variety of speakers talk about the potential to make the Red Line a project that will benefit the residents and communities along that project corridor.  During the summit there were breakout groups focusing on issues including the project’s environmental impacts, historic preservation, station design, and potential to create community jobs.

Since the Summit groups have been working to develop a Community Compact that sets forth some guidelines to help for successful implementation of the Red Line.  To see the Community Compact and see if you want to sign on, go to http://www.mayorsredlinesummit.com/pages/community_compact.php.  

Climate Ride 

Climate Ride 2008 is the first multi-day bicycle tour where you pedal to raise money and awareness of climate change and hope for a future powered by renewable energy and a green economy.  En route to Washington D.C. from New York City, the event will stop at Leakin Park in Baltimore on Tuesday, September 23rd.    They're hoping for 100 riders.  They're planning to spend the last night of the ride in the park before the last leg to DC.  They're also planning to have a speaker in the park with the objective of the ride being a sort of "conference on wheels."

WalkScore Rates Baltimore Neighborhoods

WalkScore.com is a Website that uses information about neighborhood destinations (grocery stores, restaurants, bars, parks, schools, etc.) to determine the walkability of a home based on the number of places within walking distance.  They have just done an analysis of the 40 largest cities in the United States and determined Baltimore is the 12th most walkable of the cities evaluated.  While Walk Score doesn't take into account a variety of important factors such as population density, the design of the built environment, or the accessibility of transit service, their methodology is a quick and effective way to evaluate the walkability of your home, workplace, or neighborhood.  Living in communities where we can get to places without driving may be the most effective way to reduce our carbon footprint, and improving our health by taking more foot steps.

Baltimore Bicycle Update

By Nate Evans, Baltimore City Bike & Pedestrian Planner

· There are 35 miles of multi-use trails and 32 miles of bike lanes, sharrows, and signed/shared roadways in Baltimore City.  Maps will be available online later this summer/early fall to help local cyclists plan their routes accordingly.  I've been involved with an effort between Baltimore County and CCBC Catonsville to establish a national set of GIS standards for trails and bikeways. 

· The Department of Transportation received proposals, cost estimates, and a tentative schedule for the Bicycle Facilities Network program (Bike Master Plan improvements), focused on southeast Baltimore and Park Heights. 

· Under Operation Orange Cone, DOT has added six miles of bike lanes to roadways including Clarks Lane, Loch Raven Blvd, W. Belvedere Ave, and Gwynn Oak Ave. Next, bike lanes will be installed on Belair Rd, Garrison Blvd, Cherryland Rd, Patterson Ave, and Boston St.

· The goal to provide bike lanes/routes through downtown is getting closer to reality.  The downtown bus shuttle program will most likely have designated bus lanes along Pratt and Lombard Sts. 

· The Greater Baltimore Committee has requested that Mt. Royal from St. Paul to Guilford and Guilford from Mt. Royal to Centre St be repaved.  An official bike lane would be installed. This is a major bike route into downtown from the north.   

· We were looking at a possible trail connecting the new Masonville Environmental Education Center to Hanover St.  

· Twenty-five bike racks will be installed throughout downtown, Ridgeley's Choice and southeast Baltimore.  Bike racks will also be installed at Penn Station.

· There is a growing effort to allow bikes on the Baltimore Harbor Promenade.  The first phase will concentrate on Canton from the Waterfront Park to Harris Creek.  Other sections will open as property owners and the city reach liability agreements.

· Baltimore has been approved for Part 1 of the Bicycle Friendly Communities application. 

· As part of Traffic Mitigation agreements with the City, some developers have expressed an interest in bike sharing.  There are four developments along the greater downtown area that would be suitable sites for bike sharing stations.

Harford County Zoning Update

By Ron Henry, GB Harford County Representative

Please review the following summary by the Friends of Harford of the key failures of the Harford County Zoning Code Update.  This proposed legislation will be presented at the August 19 County Council meeting.  THIS IS A PRIME VACATION TIME!!! Please take note and make plans so that you can attend not only this very important meeting, BUT feel great about having filled out the Friends of Harford Community Response Survey below and gotten your comments to Council Members! 

With all the BRAC development pressure that is integrally involved in this zoning code update, it is IMPERATIVE that all Harford County citizens participate NOW in this process!! "WE" MUST insure attainment of sustainable growth without environmental damage!!  We can then take pride in having passed on to our future generations a wonderful place to live - the least we can do!

 

Key failures of the draft Harford County Zoning Code:
Citizen Rights

Takes away the right of a person whose property may be affected to file an appeal from a decision of the Zoning Administrator without having to sue the government (an expensive, time-consuming action).

Takes away the right of any interested person whose property may be affected to even question the facts or request an Interpretation of how certain zoning decisions were reached.

Forces you to pay lawyers and risk losing everything you own if you question your government.

Smart Growth

Ignores Smart Growth principles. No creative development ideas are encouraged.

Discourages citizen participation and effective planning for Harford’s future growth.

Quality of Life

Slashes the amount of open space provided for residents of dense housing developments, and allows developers to cheaply buy their way out of even that requirement.

Promotes “sign wars” of ever-brighter, more intrusive and attention-grabbing signs throughout all areas of the county, and “grandfathers” them forever.

Jams buildings of all sorts even closer together than before, and allows the remaining land to be paved over for parking lots.

Considers stormwater management facilities, such as open pits, to be part of your required open space.

Has no standards to protect your property from the bright lights, noisy operations, strong odors, fumes, dust, etc. from other activities near you.

Ignores the fact that some activities or businesses impact their neighbors more than others, and

therefore fails to protect you. That small B2 business-zoned property near you could become a lawyer’s office – or motor vehicle repair shop.

Drinking Water

Does not protect streams or watersheds that supply our drinking water.

Exposes more wells to contamination.

Ignores Maryland’s new law which requires onsite infiltration of stormwater.

Maintains the excessive percentages of impervious surfaces currently allowed.

Transferable Development Rights (TDR)

Doesn’t direct development inside the development envelope where it belongs.

Sacrifices farms in southern Harford County to preserve farms in the northern County.

Offers minimal financial benefits for farmers selling TDRs.

Environmental Protection

Significantly reduces protection of Natural Resource Districts (streams, wetlands, habitats)

Contains too many loopholes and exceptions for adequate forest protection.

Grants too much decision authority to the Director of DPZ over Chesapeake Bay Critical Areas.

Removes protection of mature specimen trees in areas to be developed.

Reduces protection for our existing forests.
We would like you to take a survey on the future of our County.
 

A few of us have painstakingly analyzed Planning and Zoning's new proposed draft Code and the recommendations of the Work Group which may appear in the bill sent to the Council.  The resulting document "Community Response" is available on the website: http://www.communityresponsetothezoningcode.com/.

The final bill which passes the County Council will have a profound effect on the future of Harford County. 

 

Please take a few minutes to go to the website below and answer the 20 question survey provided. All input together with your comments and caveats will be given to the County Council. If you do not understand any question, just skip it and move on. Agree means you approve of this policy in law; disagree means you don't want this as part of the code.

 

The survey will be valuable only if we have a significant number of people who respond to it. We value all opinions and will faithfully pass on your thoughts.

 

Email (jablomquist@comcast.net ) me or call me (410-939-5629) if you have any questions. THANKS a million!

Judy Blomquist

 

www.CommunityResponseToTheZoningCode.com/survey.htm
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